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NOVELTY - The coffee cup has several bit data encoded in the form of a digital watermark that is readable by an 
encoded object reader equipped in a coin-operated appliance. 
DESCRIPTION - INDEPENDENT CLAIMS are included for the following: 
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Alerting Abstract WO A 1 

NOVELTY - Method consists in initiating the transaction for the product or service, customer authorization of the 
transaction by transmission of an authorization code to the billing computer and fulfilling the transaction if it is 
approved. A transaction identification code is used for the order with a description of the transaction. The merchant 
computer does not receive information identifying the consumer billing account. 
DESCRIPTION - INDEPENDENT CLAIMS are included for 

1 . a method of conduction multiple transactions between a consumer and multiple merchants. 

2. a billing computer connected to a consumer and a merchant using a network. 

USE - Method is for e-commerce. 

ADVANTAGE - Method allows consumers to purchase goods and services from online merchants by providing 
billing information to a third party billing system instead of to merchants. Transactions are secure, anonymous, the 
method enables multiple consumers to charge transactions to a billing account, set different restrictions for each 
consumer, and aggregate transactions before charging them to a billing account. 
DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS - The figure shows an e-commerce system. 
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English Abstract: 

The present invention is directed to a transaction network that facilitates and simplifies purchase transactions 
between any number of customers and any number of merchants. The transaction network is primarily utilized in the 
sale and purchase of digital content via a network such as the Internet. The transaction network registers and 
authenticates customer purchase activities and maintains customer account data including payment information. 
Once registered, a customer will generally not register again for further purchase activities at participating merchant 
sites. Additionally, the transaction network provides a single, central authentication mechanism for all participating 
merchant sites using a single customer identifier and password. Further, the transaction network accumulates 
purchase information across all of the merchant sites and the ultimate payment processing of those purchase 
transactions. Payment processing generally occurs on a periodic basis, enabling the accumulation of multiple 
purchase transactions within a participating customer's account. The network additionally preferably provides 
customers with centralized, automated services for customer account management, product refunds, subscription 
management, and multiple purchasing accounts linked to the same payment account. 
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.model enables buyers to have greatly increased confidence in online 
commerce because of an independent third-party 
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...clients seen between August, 1980, and December, 1982, at a community-based family counseling agency. 
Selected client variables and therapist variables were examined as associated to early termination and continuation 

of therapy clients seen at the agency during this period were studied with the following exceptions: court 
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